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EMILY? ¢
ANOTHER POETYF
ARE ¥OU SERTOUS?

Il -

WANTED TO HAVE B e
A FEW FRTENDTS aRE Yo

OVER - E
/ BTILL HieH; WLY? DOES
IT SHOW?
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HFHHHH. EMI YOU CON'T Y=

KEEP LIVING THIS Way.
YOL'RE NOT A KID ANYWORE,
¥OU HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES.

I KNOW, DWAYNE,
PUET NBSEING.

HE'S NOT. HE'S 5TAYING
HOME WITH ME.

NOT 2 s000
IDEA, SIS, WHENS
THE LAST TIME
YOU TOOK HIMW

SCHOOL 15 IMPWTHHT EM.
MOT JUST FOR GREG: F

YOu TOQ You KNOKW THﬂT

ANYOMNE CAN COLL THE

MINTS Tﬁ‘y‘r‘ﬂll}l' REPORT
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&

|

AND WHERE'S
WHAT G WIS=FACE?
I5 HE TREATIMNG ¥

ANY BETTER?




HEY, THAT'S
NOT YOUR

BUSTNESS!

-—
-~ IWELL. WHOSE BUSINESS IS5 IT THENZ EMILY,
I LOVE YOUL YOURE MY SISTER BUT YOUR ADDTCTIONS

AMND LIFESTYLE ARE PUTTING GREG IN DANGER. LET ME TAKE HIM
HOME WITH ME. AT LEAST UNTIL YU 6ET CLEANED UP.

.
|r '
YOU'RE NOT v

TAKINE GREG
ANYWHERE!

h

':" .. 1 '_ B
1 i

.' WHAT aM I SUPPOSED

TO D07 LEAVE HIM WITH YU ?
LOOK AT THE SHAPE YOU'RE TN,
YOURE KIPPING, RIGHT 71

JUST &0 AND
LEAVE L5 ALONE!

LET ME TAKE

I CON'T DO THAT, GREG ISN'T SAFE HOME, JUsT UNTTE

HERE WHEN YOURE HIGH, YU'RE NOT
GIVING ME MUCH CHOTCE, EM. I'M 50MNA
CALL YOUR S0CTAL WORMER.

S




JLATER... p.h: MOMMY.

I'M HELPIN\!

SNEETIE, T NEED ¥OU TO
&0 TO YOUR ROOM, WOMMY'S
GOT A VISITOR

HELLO EMILY.
May I COME INBF | B




IS GREG HOMET OR
ANYBOUY ELSET

GREG I8,
OKAY, HONW'S HE DOING?
NOBODY ELOE. B £NTOVING KINDERGORTEN?,

-
‘ |
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QH YEAQH. FOR &
ESPECTALLY I‘I'HEM Tr-.l.E'.r
POAINT, YOU SHOULP SE&
HIS CLOTHES AT THE
END OF THE DAY

THAT'S S0 FLAY

MUST HAVE BEEM

SOME PARTY, HOW I5
YOUR PRUE AND SLCOHDL
GROUFP COMING ALONGZ,

WELL, T KIND OF
STOPPEDR GOING. T PON'T
LIME TALKING QBOUT MYSELF IN
FROMT OF STRAMGERS.

M ESORRY TO HEAR THAT, EMILY.

I
YOl REMEMBER ﬂ.r.uT I lei' FEE VIOUS

; WHD%'{::J;JS LLJE:LEHEEFSTQE GREG FOR
VISITS, THAT Was ONDITIONS =
YOU AGREED TO R!-EHT" ﬂTTE'HD YOUR ' AMULE a0 ARYEEY
MEETINGS AND NO DRUE OF SLCOMOL

ASUSE WHILE SRES'S AROLIND.

—— k. §

YEQH, I REMEMBER.

NG WOY! THE DALY %
REASON YOUWRE HERE IS
h,BECAUSE OF HIM,




WHAT o
Yol WEan?

I KNOIW HE COLLED
YOU THIS MORNTNG ABOUT ME
BEING HIGH AROUND GREG.

WE BREN'T ALLOWED ‘.l'

53% WHO REPORTED Wil EMILY.
THAT INFORMATION 15 E-‘ﬂ!.'."ﬂ‘-'fu?'m.'_
BUT I POW'T WANT YOU TO WARE 8 BaDy
PECTSION BECAUSE WOU THINK A
FAMILY MEMBER REFORTED YOLL

,.:
o

YU KNCHI, T'VE SPOKEN
TO DWAYNE SEVERGL TIMES OVER
THE YEARS, HE LOVES YOU BOTH BUT
IT TEARS HIM UF TO SEE GREE HLIRT.
HE REALLY DOES HAVE YOUR LITTLE
FUY'S BEST INTERESTS AT HEQRT,

THATS NOT 4 S00D IDES, EMILY.
EEESS STAYIMNG THERE ARE BRUISES ON YOUR AfM, T SMELL
LIERE WITH M2 MORTTUANS, YOLI AFPEAR TO BE INTOXICATED AND
THERE'S MOT 4 S0BER CORESTVER TN THE HOLISE,
YOLU'RE NOT GIVING ME ONY CHOICE,

..J WHY DOES EVERVOWNE
r—-‘ KEEP SAYING THAT?! JUST
A LEAVE US ALOWE!

v
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I-l-l‘ Eﬂm?'r' -EMIL'!' PLEOSE
BATHER LIP 5 THINGS = CLOTHES,
TOVS, nu.ﬂ?El.-fEE -"I'ILL HELF HIM BE MORE

COMFORTABLE, I HAVE TO TAKE HTM
A Lok 90 400 Ny T J e NCOMPCLIT i Rl oM

=t N w;} .ﬁ'&'m} T.ﬂﬁ!.h'é

PLEASE DOW'T DO THIS!
WHERE 'S HE GOING? DON'T TAKE
HIM FAR Array!

4 WE HAVE AN TMMEDRIATE
PLACEMENT FOR HIW CLOSE BY.

WE CAN TALK A80UT
_— —'— EETT'I” G Luea 'r"IEIT AFTER

_x" DN\, [E'S TN HIS FOSTER HOME.







HEY KTPPG, YO
FORSOT YOUR
BLANKIE,

THEVRE TAKING YOUu AWay
FOR 4 LITTLE BIT. DON'T WOREY,

MOMMY'S GONNE FIX EVERYTHIMG.
s JUST REMEMBER T LOVE YU

e

MOMUY, '
Wﬂﬁ.l'ﬂ-ﬂ Gl I DON'T

AN Y

ITS 60INs TO BE
Oy, MY LOVE!

HELLOF LEGAL QIp?
THE MIMISTRY TOOK WY
SON, I MEER HELP,




FOO0D MORNING.
MAY I HELP YOU?

LEGAL AIP TOLD ME MY LAWYER'S
OFFICE IS HERE, T WADE AN AFPOINTMENT,
MY MAME TS EMILY.

HELLD EMILY, — =
PLEASE COME TN,

SORRY YOU HaP TO COME &
TO SPEAK TO ME TODAY. DID ¥,
ANY TROUBLE FINPING THE

%%‘“

N IT A5 ORAY. MY

NATION HELPED WE OUT

WITH THE BUS TICKET
AND TAXE,

OH 6300, PLEASE HAVE 4 54T,
'l &sLAD WE'RE ABLE TO TOLK BEFORE
THE PRESENTATION HEARING,



VICLENCE

HE ﬂL-I.E'-':‘iIErJT_IJI'_ﬂHS ARE AROQUND DRUS LISE,

HE HOME, LACH OF HEALTHY

FOOD IN THE HOUSE, IRRESULAR SCHOOL

PRESENTATION

T COURT, 50 ¥
GET FOMILIAR WITH THEM. IF I

PON'T EXPLAIN THEM, STOF
ME AND T WILL

't OW YOUR SIDE.,
.1

AT

7

I KNOW, I JUST PON'T
UNDERSTAND WHAT'S
SOING ON

LOUK AT THIS LESOL PROCESS MAP.
IF ¥@ ALoME YOU CAN SEE WHAT'S HAPPENEDR
S0 FAR THE MINISTRY DECIDED THAT FROTECTION WAS NEEDED
FOR SREG, 50 THEY REMOVED HIM FROM YOUR HOME. THIS MEANS THAT
NOW THERE'LL BE A PRESENTATION HEARTMG IWHERE THE MINISTRY EXPLATNG
TO 4 JUDPGE WHY THAT WAS MECESSARY, THE HEARIMG HAS TO
HAPPEN WITHIN SEVEN PAYS OF THE REMOVAL
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T
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THAT WAKES MORE
SENEE, THANKS,

FOR SURE, HOLD ON T

THE MAP, IT BHOWS THE PATH
YOU WaNT T FOLLOW, AND THE
PATH ¥YOU MANT TOo avorn,









EXCELLENT. HAVE YOL MET
THE FOSTER FAMILY YET?

YEQH, THEY'RE NICE
AMD OLL 8UT THEYRE
NOT INPISEMOUS.

= 7F

THE MINISTRY IS SUPPOSED T CONSIDER
CULTURAL CONTINUWITY WHEN MaRING ALACEMENTS,
BUT IT DEPENDS OW WHETHER INDTGEMNOLS FOSTER
FAMILIES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE AREA, ALSO, YOUR SOCTAL
WORKER SHAULD REACH OUT TO YOUR FAMILY TO SEE IF
THERE'S SOMEONE WHD SaN LOOK OFTER BRES.

PO YOU HAVE ANY FAMILY WHO COULD CARE

FOR HIu?

PYELL, MY BROTHER T P05
ASAIMET THE IDEA AT FIRST, BUT
MOW T THINK T WOLLD BE THE BEST
HOME FOR GRca. IF DIWQYMNE'S NOT
. TOO AR AT ME, THAT 15

T,

HAVING YOUR FAMILY LOOK
OFTER GREG WOULD BE AN 'OUT
OF CORE' QPTION, WHICH MISHT BE
A LOT BETTER FOR HIM, IVE SHOULD
LET YOLR SOCTAL WORKER KNOW
RIGHT AMAY BECAUSE SEVERAL RECORD
CHECKS ARE REQUIRED AND THAT USUALLY
EW P!'{:E:H'E. WELL TRY T
SET P ACCESS WITH GREG 45
00N A5 WE CaN.

Wi i =il



QRAY. G000, AND
PHATS GOING TO
HIPPEN AT THE
HEARING?

ON THE LEGAL PROCESS MAP
YOU CON SEE THAT THERE ARE A FEW
POSSIBLE QUTCOMES. BUT THE MINISTRY'S
LAWYER I5 LIKELY 6OING TO A5K THE JUDSE
TO KEEP GREG IN THE MINISTRY'S CARE,




DO I HAVE
ANMOTHER CHOTCE?

CARE. BUT AT Ll:l:IE]‘ TJ'-J-I:-RE WON T BE A
Bl& SLIRPRISE OT THE PRESENTATION
HEARIMG. WE'LL ALREADY HAVE N
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE MINISTRY.

EL'-'EF THIH-E 'rﬂu CAME IN TODAY.

LETS TAL HE COURT POCUMENT
ALLEGA ]'i'{.'-'.lu'.‘: IN I’ET.I:IIL 50 YOU CaN DECTDE
WETHER TO CONSENT TO THE S0CTAL WORKERS

APPLICA HDHTE%E‘FETEE? OR &0

AT THE FIRST COLRT
nPPEmm"ﬁ IIJE JUJ-'-'-El:
OUR 8T0E Of THEIRS, -H? I.F ?{HJ
DON'T oREE WITH WHAT THE
MINTSTRY 54%5 WE CAN TELL
THE JUPsE YOU WANT TO SET
A TRI nliIL I-'.I'.'ITE WLICH WILL BE
PUITE 4 FER WEERS DORMN
THE E.Jnﬂ MAYBE LONGER 50
YiUrP HAVE T PREFPIRE
YOURSELF FOR THAT,

A, WaNY T POWT
HNOW WUAT TO DO,




I'm sormy. Screwed up, | know it, Just finished
meating with my |avwyar, Don't Krnow how 10ng
this whale thing is gonna take but would you
foster Greg? | know he'd be happier at your
place.

B Ul call your social sorken now.

L

Thanks. Think you could do one mone
thing for me?

Sura. What?

Could you be in my cormer at the hearing? I'm
allowed to have somaons thare io suppon me.
| mean, if you're not 100 mad.

i

. -
Anything for you, Sis, Send me the time and
'l b thine.

-

i




| PRESENTATION HEARING..

I'VE REVIEWNEP THE REPORT TO
COURT AND HEARD FROM THE MINTSTRY
AND THE MOTHER™S LANWYER.

THE PARTIES ARE AGREEING
TO AN INTERIM CUSTODY ORDER

TO THE MIRECTOR AND AN
ACCESS ORDER.

[ —

(uwr UNDERSTAND
FIHAT JUST HAFPENED,

YEQM WORE [ESAL JARGON.
I KNOW, THE JUDGE JUST S4Ip
THAT YOU AsREeD TO afEs LTVING
IN CORE WITH O3 FOSTER FAMILY, RATHER
THAN FIGHTING THE MINTSTRY'S REPORT
IN COURT. THIS DOESNTT MEAN YOU ADMITTED
THAT THE .DLLEE'.ETII:JME ARE TRUE: YOU DTONTT.
GREG WILL MOW BE PLACED IN FOSTER CORE
WUNTIL THE PROTECTION HEARTNG IN
ABOUT &EIX WEEHKS.

EOT IT, AND
CESS OMDER MEANS
VISITS, RIGHT?

IT POES SLAD TO SEE YOUI'RE GETTING
USED TO THE LANGUASE THE VISITS ARE
EOING T BE ELIIPEEI-'IEEI? AT THE MINIETRY
OFFICE AT FIRST. BUT THEN IWE HOPE THEVLL
BE LINSUPERVISED AMD FOR LONGER PERTODS
ONCE THINGS &0 WELL FOR 8 WHILE,




ALL T REALLY CARE ABOUT
IS GETTIMG MY BABY BACK. I'LL
DO WHATEVER IT TAHES,

THAT'S OO0 TO HEAR, EMILY. -
I'DLIKE TO SET UF A HALF PaY WMITH
.ﬂ MEDTATOR SO0N. THEY CAN HELF
0 OVER THE HIHEETE""'E CONCERNS
JHD START MISCUSSING 8 POS
RE TURN AL

SIBLE
AN,

A MEDTATOR IS5 SOMEONE
WHO'S SPECIALLY TRAINED TO WORK
OUT CONFLICTS AND REACH AN
AGREEMENT = IN THIS CAGE WITH
THE MINISTRY. MERIATORS DON'T
AKE SIDES ¢
0T IT. I WaNT
TO GET THROUGH THIS
PROCESS A5 S00M A5
POSSIBLE, l-l':-" HEART
ACHES i"g&uT MY

J:mh.r Iuﬂ.:‘.rue ONE MORE
r THING, I NOTICER THAT THE
mmﬁrm DIDN'T TNFORM YOUR
NATION BBOUT GREG'S REMOVAL
FROM YOUR HOME, THEY'RE
SLUPPOSED TO, IF THEY CAN, AT THE
PRESENTATION HEARTNG, BUT THEY
MUST FOR THE PROTECTION HEARTAG,
NOT ALL NATIONS CAN GET INVIOLVED -
IT DEPENDS ON WHETHER THEY HAVE
I\ THE PEOPLE TO HELP AND HOW FaR
THEY HAVE TO TRAVEL, AND 50 OM.
BUT IT'S YOUR CHILD'S RIGHT
TQ HAVE YOUR NATION
& INVOLVED, 50 HOPEFULLY
S, THEY REACH OUT,
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A FEW WEEKS LATER...\-

I SLIPPED UP LAST
IWEEKEND ANT HAD 2 FEW,
OF EVERYTHINE THE
STRESS WAS JUST
TOO MUCH FOR JME.

I'M S0R7Y TO
HEAR THAT. 5185,
ARE YOU OKAY?

IN MY OPINTON, IT'
BETTER IF ¥YOU TELL
YOURGELF. THEY ALWAYS SEEM
TOFING QUT AND IT
LOOHS BAD MHEN T,

N ang

SOBER BEFORE ETTING

BREE BOCH ONYIAY. IF

YOU'RE BENDING. WHAT S
0 STOP Yol




x

LATER AT THE A

I

OF WHAT? I'VE HEQRD
OU ALNAYS 5AY ITLL
MNEVER HAFPEN OEAIN, AND THEN IT
POES. WELL, THAT'S THE LAST TTME
Tl DOWE WITH THIS LIFE, AND I
PONE WITH Your

MT EMILY. THIS
I5 A SURPRISE VISIT,
EVERYTHING ORAY?

THAT'S TERRIFIC
NEWS, EMILY. 500D
FOR YOU. T KNOW

HILE.

I HAP O RELOPSE LAST
WEEHK, BUT I'M BACK IN
SROUP. OND M TOKING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT,

I JUST WONTED TO
COME CLEAN,




' GLAD IT SO FROM
UL EMILY. T CON'T 5QY THT
ISN'T SOINE TO PUSH BACK
VOUR COLURT DATE 4 LITTLE,

GOES 4 LONG W
ONAR0S TRUSTING YO

DHAY LET'S TALK
ABOUT SOME ADDITTONAL
oSB g e o
Y f————m  WORKING OUT FOR YOU. DO
T LUNDERSTAND. I YOU HAVE AN ELDER YOU
CON SPELR TO?

NO. MOT REALLY.

oE
FAMILY PRESERVATION
WORKER, AND BEFORE
I FORGET, HAVE ¥oUu

Hﬂ.l'ﬂi"l' NE'VE

ALREQAMY QEREED Ti

AN ORDER TOPAY, .EUT |

M STILL NERYINUG THﬂ‘T
SOMETHING COULD

i

DONTT WOERY, THE RELATIONSHIS
YOU BUTLT WITH YOUR SOCTAL FOSKER,
THE VISITS WITH GRES, EWIHG 'r’ﬂu.ﬁ‘

RELATIONSHIF WITH YOUR 80
QNP SETTING YOUR OFN FL"JEE THJ:ITS
ALL BEEN NOTICEDR ANP REQALLY WORKS
TN VDL FOVOLIE

HI EMILY. HON
ARE YOU tOINET




YOU'VE REALLY
PLLLED IT
TOGETHER, EMILY.

8 [ THANKS. oKAY.
4 I'M READY,

I FONT TO APPLALD THE
PROGRESS I'VE SEEN HERE TODAY, THE
MINTSTRY'S LAWYER TOLD Ji-!l.E ‘.I"{PU VE BEEN
ATTENDING COUNSELLING AMD WORKIMNG
HARD OW TMPROVING ".-"-E‘-h'l'i‘ EITLlﬂ TIOW.,

l I BLSO LINDERS TANTD

THAT THERE IS AN
AGREEMENMT WITH THE
MINISTRY FOR GREG'S
CARE. THEREFORE. T AM

GRANTING 2 TEMPORARY
SUPERVISION ORDER: GREE
I5 ALLOKED TO RETURN
HOME. YO0Ul WILL HAVE TO
FOLLONW THE TERMS SET
QUT IN THE
COURT OWDER.

THE MINISTRY WILL
MAONITOR YOUR PROGRESS
AND WAKE SURE WOUR HOME
REMAING SAFE FOR GREE FOR
THE MEXT THREE MONTHS.




EMILYS NEW
APARTMENT...

—
: rF LL, THIS I

IT EMILY.

e YOUR PLAOCE LOOKS GREAT \ I
B AND GREGS IN THE CAR '
IWITH MY PART

o WAITING TO

/a
I

e, P
L sweeTHERT! '

NER,
COME TN,

U=

FOR SURE, T JUST WAMTED T 5% THAT
EVEN THOUSH THES WAs A CHALLENSING
PROCESS, I'M IMPRESSED BY THE STREMGTH
YOU SHOWEDR ESPECTALLY WHEN AMYOCATING
FOR YOURSELF AND BREG, LOTS OF FAMILIES
%, STRUGGLE WITH HISTORTCAL TRAUMO AN
oo DON'T GET THEIR CHILDREN BACK FOR
—_— YEARS, OR AT ALL

—

MK YOU FOR SAYING
NOW CAN YOU 60 GET GREG,

PLEASE? I'M DVIN® LERE!
OF COURSE,

MEGANT GOMNA
VISIT US FROM TIME
TO TIME TO MAKE
SURE WE'RE STILL
OWAY, EVERYTHING'S

GONNA BE FINE.




If a social worker contacts you about your children, call Legal Aid BC.

If a social worker from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
or a delegated Aboriginal agency contacts you or visits your home to
ask you questions about your family, this means that they think your child
might be at risk and are looking into it. You have the right to get legal
advice. Call Legal Aid BC immediately to find out if you qualify for a
free lawyer:

604-408-2172 (Greater Vancouver)
1-866-577-2525 (elsewhere in BC)

Ask for a mediator

A mediator can help you work with the ministry. A mediator is specially
trained to not take sides. They help people work out conflicts and reach
an agreement. Mediators can travel to remote communities.

Mediation is free for families who are involved with the ministry. You can
ask for a mediator as soon as a social worker contacts you, or at any time
during the child protection process.

Ask your lawyer or social worker for more information. Also see
aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca/child-family-rights/mediation.

Parents Legal Centres

Parents Legal Centres (PLC) is a free service in select locations to help
parents who qualify address child protection issues early on. PLCs are
located in Campbell River, Duncan, Kamloops, Prince George, Smithers,
Surrey, Terrace, Vancouver, Victoria, and Williams Lake. For more
information, see aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca/child-family-rights/PLC.

You, your family, and your community have rights. The law says the
ministry should respect your child’s family ties and Indigenous identity.
For more information, see aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca/child-family-rights/
child-protection.



FIND OUT MORE

To learn more about child protection and where to
get help, go to
aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca/child-family-rights/
emilys-choice

How to get Emily’s Choice and other free
Legal Aid BC publications

Read

aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca/read

Order
crownpub.bc.ca
(under Quick Links, click BC Public Legal Education & Information)

Questions about ordering?
Phone: 604-601-6000

Email: distribution@legalaid.bc.ca

Feedback on this publication?
Email: publications@legalaid.bc.ca

6 X @legalaidbc

i J
Legal Aid BC y



