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Safety information for Marnie

Safe house - Temporary shelter for women, children, and youth experiencing violence. Safe houses 
may be rental apartments, private homes, or hotel units.

Safety plan - A safety plan is made up of steps someone can take to protect themselves and their 
children. It is a good idea for a friend, advocate, or victim service worker to help people make 
their safety plan.

Transition house - Short- to long-term shelter with 24/7 support services for women, children, and 
youth experiencing violence.  
 

James’ criminal trial

Bail hearing - A hearing where a judge or a justice of the peace will decide whether to release 
someone on bail before his or her trial. There are usually conditions they must follow while on bail.

Crown counsel - The lawyer who works with the Ministry of Justice whose job it is to put forward 
the case against someone charged with a crime.

No contact order - A court order that prohibits your ex-partner from contacting you. The order may 
be a condition of release from custody before trial (bail) or a condition of probation. It is a crime 
to break a no contact order. It includes all direct and indirect communication (e.g., texts, emails, 
voicemails, messages passed through friends or family, etc.)

Peace bond - An order made by a judge to protect you from your partner or ex-partner, which lists 
the conditions that they must follow. 

Victim service worker - An individual who works with the police and the courts to help victims of 
crime by providing information, referrals, and emotional support.
 
Victim impact statement - Crown counsel might ask you to fill out one of these. It gives you a chance 
to explain what effect the assault or harassment has had on you and your children.
 

Marnie’s family law case

Court order - A document that records the judge’s decision and is entered at the court registry after 
the judge makes his or her decision. Court orders include support, guardianship, protection, and 
parenting orders. 
 
Exclusive Occupation Order - If you live on reserve and you and your partner break up, this court order 
says one person has to leave the home. The order is made under the Family Homes on Reserve and 
Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act.
 
Family law protection order - An order made by a judge in family court to protect you from your 
partner or ex-partner, which lists the conditions that your partner must follow. 

Interim order - A temporary order made by a judge that applies to both parties (until you get a 
final order at trial). It is based on evidence and arguments presented when the order is requested.
 

How to get money
 
Social assistance - Welfare if you’re living on reserve. 
 
Income assistance - Welfare if you’re living off reserve.

Glossary



VictimLink BC

Free, multilingual 24-hour telephone service offering referral services and information 
about accessing support resources.

www.victimlinkbc.ca
1-800-563-0808
TTY: 604-875-0885
Text: 604-836-6381

Legal Services Society (Legal Aid BC)

Free legal information (publications and websites), advice services, and lawyers  
to take your case if you qualify.
 
legalaid.bc.ca
604-408-2172 (Greater Vancouver)
1-866-577-2525 (elsewhere in BC)

More help
 
If you or someone you know is experiencing abuse, or you would like more 
information on family and criminal law, please refer to: 
aboriginal.legalaid.bc.ca
 

Feedback on this publication?
publications@legalaid.bc.ca

If you are in danger right now, don’t wait - take steps to keep yourself safe. Call 911.  
If you can’t call 911, call the number for the emergency police or RCMP in your area. 
That number is inside the front cover of your phone book. 

Remember: you have the right to ask the police to help keep you safe.

Family violence is a complicated subject. There is always a safety risk. Support is 
available.


